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Indictment Issued in 2020 Arrest 
of Dallas County Sheriff's Deputy

(Dallas, TX) – A Dallas County Grand Jury returned an indictment Monday related to the 
mistreatment of a man in custody during a prisoner transport in October 2019.
Former Dallas County Sheriff's Deputy Austin Palmer was indicted on charges of official 
oppression and assault-bodily injury. He was arrested on those charges in January 2020. Both 
are Class A misdemeanors, punishable by a maximum fine of $4,000 and jail time of up to one 
year.
The Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney's Office was appointed to handle this case after the 
Dallas County District Attorney's Office recused itself. 




